
Kari Cunningham grew up in Euclid, OH then left Cleveland’s “Dawg Pound” for 
“Steeler Country” and earned her B.S. in neuroscience from the University of 
Pittsburgh. She then returned to Cleveland to attend the Case Western Reserve 
University School of Dental Medicine. “As a 2010 graduate, I look forward to 
receiving my pediatric dental training at CWRU in my hometown where I can serve 
the needs of the community that raised me. I look forward to being able to pay it 
forward by giving back to my community,” she says. As a National Health Service 
Corps Scholar, Cunningham is committed to serving those who have limited access to 
dental care.

Tracy Davies grew up in Bainbridge, OH, graduated from The College of Wooster 
with a B.A. in chemistry, and graduated from The Ohio State University College of 
Dentistry in 2007. She lives in Okemos, MI with her husband, Ethan, and works in 
Lansing, MI at the Ingham County Health Department. “I choose CWRU because of 
the numerous opportunities for community outreach,” she says. “I am very excited to 
treat patients via the mobile dental unit who normally would not have access to the 
dentist. I’m also interested in the age-1 dental visit and the opportunity it presents for 
educating parents about properly caring for a child’s oral health.”

Jack Gerstenmaier is originally from Akron, OH. He did his undergraduate work at 
The College of the Holy Cross near Boston, then worked in the biotechnology field for 
four years in Boston before enrolling in dental school. He will receive his D.M.D. 
from the CWRU School of Dental Medicine in May. “I chose CWRU because I was 
very impressed with the diversity in the program,” he says. “You can gain experience in 
the operating room and the clinic gives the opportunity to provide care in the 
community.” His research interests include early detection and prevention of 
childhood caries and how it can be applied to the community. 

Rebecca Goldberg is a native of Lorain, OH. She anticipates receiving her D.D.S. 
from The Ohio State University College of Dentistry in June. Along with her identical 
twin sister, she attended the University of Michigan for her undergraduate education 
and majored in Judaic Studies after spending her first year of college abroad in Israel. 
“Through my passion for traveling, I gained an interest in public health and 
international mission work,” Goldberg says. “I am currently working to complete my 
master’s in public health at The Ohio State University and have co-developed an 
outreach dental mission opportunity at my dental school.” She says the CWRU dental 
school’s integration of public health and pediatric dentistry is a perfect fit for her goals 
in dentistry.

Amberlee Taylor, from New Castle, PA, received a bachelor’s degree in science from 
Baldwin-Wallace College and earned her D.M.D. from the Case Western Reserve 
School of Dental Medicine in 2008. She lives in Shaker Heights with her husband, 
who is also a dentist. Her interests include enjoying time with her family, working out, 
golfing, and reading. “I am very excited to have this opportunity to enhance my skills 
in dealing with pediatric patients,” Taylor says. “During this residency, my focus will 
be on gaining the knowledge necessary to create a comfortable and friendly environment 
for children in which to educate them about the importance of oral hygiene.”

Ashley Anderson says her residency in the Pediatric Dentistry Department has 
taught her how to treat children with a wide range of medical and dental problems. 
Her research project looked at the pre- and post-treatment levels of Streptococcus 
mutans and the effects of povidone-iodine in patients receiving oral rehabilitation 
under general anesthesia. “My goal is to be a part of a fun, caring office where 
children enjoy coming for their dental treatment,” she says. 

Jason Mandelaris has been heavily involved in two research projects during his 
residency. One is Dr. Suchitra Nelson’s xylitol gummy bear clinical trial in which 
he is analyzing how many of the participants need referrals to see a dentist and how 
many of them actually follow through when referred. He also recently completed a 
case report on using MI Paste (GC America) to treat white spot lesions and 
fluorosis. “The main thing I will take from my studies is the importance to treat an 
individual, not just the mouth. Oral health needs to be a bigger part of systemic 
health in the medical community and as a pediatric dentist I am in a position to 
bridge this gap,” Mandelaris says. “I hope to be in the front lines for years to come 
in educating the public on the need for good oral health.” 

Ashley Paulus has been involved with a research project titled “A correlation study 
of diet and dental caries in children with glucose-galactose malabsorption.” This 
project allows the observation of a natural study model of the effects of low 
carbohydrate/sugar intake on the dentition due to genetic dietary restrictions. 
“Residency has given me the opportunity to work with a diverse patient base 
including many children with uncommon syndromes and diseases,” Paulus says. “I 
have learned the importance of providing comprehensive oral health care for each 
child’s unique needs and have been exposed to a variety of treatment options. Most 
importantly, the residency has taught me to utilize critical thinking skills and the 
value of good communication.” She says she hopes to become a partner in a 
pediatric dental office where the goal is to “set the foundation for a lifetime of 
healthy smiles.” 

Timothy Voss has been studying the antimicrobial effects of chlorhexidine 
gluconate by comparing pre- and post-operative Streptococcus mutans levels in the 
oral cavity following comprehensive dental care in the operating room. He says 
after graduation he intends to establish himself in a multi-practitioner private 
practice and engage in a local pediatric dental residency. The main thing he takes 
away from his studies? “The duty as a pediatric dentist to provide anticipatory 
guidance for dental prevention to colleagues in medicine and dentistry as well as 
the families of our patients,” he says. 

Incoming Residents Graduating Residents 

Send Us Your News
If you have news to share, send it to us. Please 
include the following: name, class year, full 
address, phone number and email address. 
Send it by email to dentalalumni@case.edu or 
mail to Class Notes Editor; CWRU School of 
Dental Medicine; Office of Development and 
Alumni Relations; 10900 Euclid Avenue; 
Cleveland OH 44106-4905. Photographs are 
always welcome.

Join Us!
Reception for alumni and friends of CWRU 
during the American Academy of Pediatric 
Dentistry Annual Session:

Saturday, May 29, 2010
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Hilton Chicago Hotel
720 South Michigan Avenue
Chicago, IL 
RSVP: 
T: (877) 468-1436
E: dentalalumni@case.edu
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Pediatric Dentistry News
Ronald McDonald Care Mobile rolls out in style

The eagerly awaited Ronald McDonald Care Mobile arrived 
in Northeastern Ohio in grand fashion. About 175 guests 
attended the unveiling April 30 at Business Aircraft Group at 
Burke Lakefront Airport.  

The 42-foot mobile dental clinic contains state-of-the-art dental equipment 
including three dental operatories, digital panorex and x-rays, and ceiling mounted 
video screens so children can watch videos during their dental care. It comes to the 
area through the collaboration of the Ronald McDonald House Charities of 
Northeastern Ohio and the Irving and Jeanne Tapper Pediatric Dental Center at 
University Hospitals Rainbow Babies & Children’s Hospital.

The Ronald McDonald Care Mobile will be staffed with an attending dentist, a 
resident from the Pediatric Dentistry Department at the CWRU School of Dental 
Medicine, two dental assistants, and up to four CWRU dental school students.

The Ronald McDonald Care Mobile will provide underserved children between the 
ages of three and six years old with immediate dental care. The program is targeted 
to provide preventive care to reduce the number of children with early childhood 
caries, educate the community on the importance of proper oral hygiene, and 
reduce the number of children who are sent to the operating room each year for 
dental treatment. 

This newest Ronald McDonald Care Mobile is expected to serve approximately 
1,000 eligible children annually during its start-up years, throughout northern 
Ohio. By 2013, the program is expected to be functioning at full capacity, treating 
approximately 6,000 children each year, many of whom will get their first glimpse 
of a dentist’s chair through this new program.
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L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  C H A I R M A N

Greetings! I would like to take this 
opportunity to offer my sincere 
thanks, and express my admiration 
and respect, to a very 
distinguished alumnus indeed.

A lifetime of service is being 
capped by a legacy of generosity, 
as R. William Cornell, D.D.S. ’60, 
has endowed a chair in pediatric 

dentistry here at the CWRU School 
of Dental Medicine.

Dr. Cornell started his distinguished teaching career as an 
unpaid instructor at CWRU. He later became a salaried 
clinical instructor, assistant clinical professor, and acting 
co-chairman of the Department of Pediatric Dentistry.

Dr. Cornell directed the undergraduate program at CWRU 
until 1976, when he was offered a full-time teaching and 
administrative position at Northwestern University in 
Chicago. He served as full professor and chairman of the 
Division of Pediatric Dentistry until Northwestern’s dental 
school closed in 2001.

Dr. Cornell has been a dedicated supporter of CWRU’s 
School of Dental Medicine, recognizing the financial 
hardships dental schools face in providing facilities for 
clinical training — an expense that forced the closing of 
Northwestern’s dental school. Rather than spend millions 
of dollars to renovate the dental clinic, a decision was 
made to close that school.

After his experience at Northwestern, Dr. Cornell became 
more committed than ever to offering financial support to 
CWRU.

Dr. Cornell’s dedication to his profession and his 
outstanding achievements in sharing his talents with 
others are among the reasons he has been honored with 
the dental school’s 2010 Distinguished Alumnus Award.
The dean of our school, Jerold Goldberg, once said that 
Dr. Cornell “is one of those rare people who does the 
right things for the right reasons.”

Gerald Ferretti, D.D.S., 
M.S., M.P.H.

Department of Pediatric Dentistry
10900 Euclid Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44106-4905
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Class note
Margaret E. Barry, D.D.S. ’02, M.S.D. ’05 received her 
board certification in Pediatric Dentistry in September 
2006, and recently became a P.A.N.D.A. instructor 
(Prevent Abuse and Neglect through Dental Awareness) 
for the Maryland State Dental Association. She and her 
husband, Bram Arrington, have a two-and-a-half 
year-old son, Jack, and a six-month-old daughter, 
Annabel. 

Dr. Cornell said he believes that the solid, 
respectful relationship that exists between 
instructors and students at CWRU has 
fostered the strong alumni support the 
school now realizes. Aumni of Dr. Cornell’s 
caliber, character, and generosity are 
ensuring and enhancing our school’s and 
our students’ futures, and for that we are 
both very fortunate and very grateful.

All the best, 
Gerry Ferretti

E-MAIL: gerald.ferretti@case.educontinued on back

Letter from the Chairman continued

mark your calendar
Please join your colleagues and alumni from the CWRU 

School of Dental Medicine at this year’s University Alumni 

Weekend, Sept. 30 - Oct. 1.

Additional event information is on our website at  
http://www.case.edu/alumni/weekend/

The ribbon is cut as the Ronald McDonald 
Care Mobile is unveiled. From left to right: 
Mr. & Mrs. Smith, McDonald’s owner/
operators who made a personal donation to 
the Ronald McDonald Care Mobile; Ronald 
McDonald; JeCarry Smith, from the Head 
Start Program; Nadine Hayes, clinical 
manager, Tapper Dental Center at 
Rainbow; Ann Newman, executive director 
of Ronald McDonald House Charities of 
Northeast Ohio; Fred Rothstein, president, 
University Hospitals Case Medical Center; 
Mike Farrell, president, Rainbow Babies 
and Children’s Hospital. 


