
                   Openings of the Skull and What They Transmit

Anterior Ethmoidal Foramen - anterior ethmoidal nerves and vessels.

Carotid Canal - internal carotid artery, (carotid plexus) deep petrosal nerve and other 
                          Postganglionic sympathetics (carotid plexus).

Cribriform Plate - olfactory nerves

Facial Canal - facial nerve proper

Foramen Cecum - emissary vein from nasal cavity to superior sagital sinus.

Foramen Lacerum - meningeal br. of ascending pharyngeal a., emissary v. from 
                                 pterygoid  venous plexus, greater superficial petrosal n.,
                                 deep petrosal n. from carotid plexus.

Foramen Magnum - junction of spinal cord and brainstem, anterior and posterior spinal arteries 

                                 and veins, alar ligaments, tectorial membrane, apical ligament, 
                                 spinal accessory nerve.

Foramen Ovale - mandibular br. of trigeminal nerve, accessory meningeal a., lesser petrosal n.

Foramen Rotundum - maxillary br. of trigeminal nerve

Foramen Spinosum - middle meningeal a., reccurent br. of mandibular n.

Foramen Vesalii - emissary vein from pterygoid venous plexus.

Greater Palatine Foramen - anterior (greater) palatine nerves and vessels, posterior 
                                            (lesser) palatine nerves and vessels. These are branches 
                                            of pterygopalatine or descending palatine nerves and vessels.

Hiatus of the Facial (greater superficial petrosal) canal - greater superficial petrosal n., 
                                             and petrosal branches of middle meningeal  artery.

Hypoglossal Canal  - hypoglossal nerve and meningeal branch of ascending pharyngeal a.

Incisive (Nasopalatine) Canal - nasopalatine branches of descending palatine nerves and vessels.

Inferior Orbital (Sphenomaxillary) Fissure - maxillary nerve branches  

                                          zygomatic infraorbital,lacrimal br. of greater petrosal n., 
                                          Infraorbital vessels.

(Inferior) Tympanic Canaliculus - tympanic branch of glossopharyngeal nerve (will 

                                           become lesser petrosal) , tympanic br. of ascending pharyngeal a..

Infraorbital foramen - infraorbital br. of maxillary n., infraorbital vessels.

Internal Acoustic Meatus - vestibulocochlear n., facial n., internal (tympanic)  auditory br. of basilar a.
Jugular Foramen - internal jugular v., glossopharyngeal n., vagus n., spinal accessory n.

 Lesser Palatine Foramen - posterior (lesser) palatine nerves and vessels. These are branches
                                          of  pterygopalatine or descending palatine nerves and vessels.

Mandibular (Inferior Alveolar) Foramen - inferior alveolar n. and vessels.

Mastoid Canaliculus (Tympanomastoid Fissure) - auricular branch of vagus n.

Mastoid Foramen - mastoid branch of occipital a., emissary v.

Mental Foramen - mental n. and vessels.

Nasolacrimal Canal - tear duct

Optic Foramen - optic n., ophthalmic a., central retinal a.

Parietal Foramen - emissary v.

Petrotympanic  (Squamotympanic) Fissure - chorda tympanic branch of the facial n.

Pharyngeal Canals (along with vomerovaginal canals) - pharyngeal br. Of
                                            maxillary a., pharyngeal brs. of greater petrosal n.

Posterior Condylar Canal - emissary v., meningeal br. of occipital a.

Posterior Ethmoidal Foramen - posterior ethmoidal n. and vessels

Posterior Superior Alveolar (Maxillary) Foramen - posterior superior alveolar n. and vessels

Pterygoid (Vidian) Canal - nerve of pterygoid canal (combined sympathetic postganglionics 
                                           Of deep petrosal nerve  and parasympathetic preganglionics 
                                           from greater petrosal nerve.)

Pterygomaxillary Fissure - maxillary a., posterior superior alveolar n.

Pterygopalatine (Descending Palatine) Canal - descending palatine nerves and vessels.

Pterygopalatine (Sphenopalatine) Foramen - pterygopalatine vessels, nasopalatine n., posterior

                                                                        nasal nerves., pharyngeal nerves and vessels.

Stylomastoid Foramen - facial nerve proper

Sulcus Tubae Auditivae - groove for cartilaginous portion of auditory tube

Superior Orbital Fissure - occulomotor, ophthalmic br. of trigeminal n., trochlear n., abducent n..




      ophthalamic v..

Supraorbital Fissure - supraorbital n. and vessels

Zygomaticofacial Foramen - zygomaticofacial br. of zygomatic n.of  zygomatic br. of maxillary

Zygomatico-orbital Foramen - zygomatic n. of V2
Zygomaticotemporal Foramen - zygomaticotemporal br. of  zygomatic br. of maxillary
